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by no means clearly conscious, approximation to modern empiricism and 
positivism. The Pyrrhonists brought to light the conception of phenomena, 
and the connection between phenomena as the objects of a possible knowl- 
edge ; but by making complete passivity rule within this realm, and deny- 
ing the validity of all active logical operations, they failed of attaining any 
positive results of method. The academic sceptics, by their doctrine of 
probability, took an important step toward remedying this defect ; but, at 
the same time, they lost the clearly-defined attitude of the Pyrrhonists as 
regards the objects of possible knowledge, and left it uncertain to which 
realm their degrees of probability are to apply. The critical part of the 
book attempts a serious and detailed examination of the arguments of the 
sceptics. In so far as these are concerned with sense perception, their dif- 
ficulties are found to hold only of an extreme realistic conception of the 
world, not of a modern scientific realism or of idealism. The author's own 
epistemological conclusions are withheld till a later volume, but their gen- 
eral spirit is evident. While nothing very novel is in evidence, the treat- 
ment of logical matters is interesting, and promises to furnish a contribu- 
tion of value to logical doctrine. 

A. K. Rogers. 
Butler College. 

Historische Untersuchtmgen iiber Kants Prolegomena. Von Benno Erd- 
mann. Halle, a. S., Max Niemeyer, 1904. — pp. v, 144. 

Professor Erdmann gathers together in this volume, and subjects to an 
exhaustive examination, the external evidence that goes to bear out his 
theory of a two-fold redaction of the Prolegomena. The thesis involves, in 
the first place, the distinction between the proposed popular exposition, 
which never was begun, and the first draft of the Prolegomena as a short 
epitome intended for the philosophical expert ; and, in the second place, 
the subsequent modification of this plan in the interests of a further aim, 
due to misunderstandings and criticisms to which the Critique had given 
rise. The interpretation of the various references on the part of Kant and his 
friends is a most careful piece of critical work, and would seem in all essen- 
tial features to be justified. On the further question whether it is possible 
to carry out the separation in the detailed way that Professor Erdmann at- 
tempts, it is not altogether easy to come to a conclusion. A supplementary 
chapter gives a revised summary of his critical analysis as applied to the 
first five paragraphs. 

A. K. Rogers. 

Butler College. 

Les theories socialistes au XIX" siecle de Babeuf a Proud kon. Par E. 
Fourniere. Paris, Bibliotheque de philosophic contemporaine (Felix 
Alcan, editeur), 1904. — pp. xxxi, 415. 

This volume is the first half of an attempt to deal with the pregnant no- 
tions of nineteenth century socialism. The method of exposition adopted 



